180                       Morocco Awakes
Their chief failing, and one which you might expect
to find in the characters of such intelligent people, is
a tendency towards indulgence in intrigue Always in
the history of Morocco the Fasis have been noted for
this weakness Dissatisfied with things as they are, no
change brings lasting contentment, for they have never
been able to decide in then- own minds what they really
want Formerly they blamed the Sultan for all the
disasters that overtook them, nowadays they are in-
clined to blame the French, an attitude not entirely
without justification since it would seem that these
proud, sensitive people have not always been treated
with sufficient sympathy and consideration At the
same time the majority have no desire to see civil strife
and disorder wrecking trade and interfering with the
course of normal life, and the more intelligent realize
that the country has received great and lasting benefits
during the course of the French occupation
By no means all of those engaged in fomenting
disturbances in the city are themselves Fasis At the
Karouyio, where Nationalist plans matured, students
gather from all over Morocco, and agitators flock to
the various shrines under the specious pretext of
religious enthusiasm. What better headquarters from
which to exploit rebellion than a sacred and imperial
city? What more suitable city than holy Fez, with its
tremendous prestige throughout the Islamic world?
A city, inhabited by clever, restless people always
ready to welcome any new political doctrine; a city
in which many educated young men, though capable
of filling administrative posts, can find no work. Poor
Fezf All those who love her feel it like a blow when
disaster overtakes her Liking for intrigue, the am-
bitions of certain leaders, and to a certain extent